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The 2300 Days
Literal Time in Last-day Events

What does Ellen White say about the
use of literal time in last-day events?

 

~ This file without emphasis and comments ~
 

If you wish to read these statements
with emphasis and comments, click here.

~  Download PDF of this page  ~

This study from the
bottom-half of the Mirror Chart.

      Ellen White was shown in dreams and visions shortly after 1844 that
the 2300 years was a type of what was to have a more complete
fulfillment during the last-day events, —the antitype. I believe this is
shown in the following statements placing the 2300 days in the future; all
the events and times of Daniel chapters 7-12 showing that it is the Mighty
Angel, Christ, which is in control of the last-day events.
      Please, take a moment to pray before reading the following. Great
subjects of the Spirit cannot be understood without the understanding
given with the Holy Spirit’s Guidance. Prejudice blinds the mind, and
keeps it from understanding great truths!   —May God Our Father Bless!

Statement #1
 
      “Honored by men with the responsibilities of state and with the secrets of
kingdoms bearing universal sway, Daniel was honored by God as His ambassador,
and was given many revelations of the mysteries of ages to come. His wonderful
prophecies, as recorded by him in chapters 7 to 12 of the book bearing his name,
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were not fully understood even by the prophet himself; but before his life labors
closed, he was given the blessed assurance that “at the end of the days” —in the
closing period of this world’s history— he would again be permitted to stand in his
lot and place. It was not given him to understand all that God had revealed of the
divine purpose. “Shut up the words, and seal the book,” he was directed
concerning his prophetic writings; these were to be sealed “even to the time of the
end.” “Go thy way, Daniel,” the angel once more directed the faithful messenger
of Jehovah; “for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end. . . .
Go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end
of the days.”  Daniel 12:4, 9, 13.
      “As we near the close of this world’s history, the prophecies recorded by
Daniel demand our special attention, as they relate to the very time in which we
are living. With them should be linked the teachings of the last book of the New
Testament Scriptures. Satan has led many to believe that the prophetic portions of
the writings of Daniel and of John the revelator cannot be understood. But the
promise is plain that special blessing will accompany the study of these
prophecies. “The wise shall understand” (verse 10), was spoken of the visions of
Daniel that were to be unsealed in the latter days; and of the revelation that Christ
gave to His servant John for the guidance of God’s people all through the
centuries, the promise is, “Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words
of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein.” Revelation
1:3.”  {PK 547.1, 2}

Statement #2
 
      “In the Scriptures are presented truths that relate especially to our own time.
To the period just prior to the appearing of the Son of man, the prophecies of
Scripture point, and here their warnings and threatenings pre-eminently apply.
The prophetic periods of Daniel, extending to the very eve of the great
consummation, throw a flood of light upon events then to transpire.”  {RH Sept.
25, 1883 par. 6}

Statement #3
 
      “A wonderful connection is seen between the universe of heaven and this
world. The things revealed to Daniel were afterward complemented by the
revelation made to John on the Isle of Patmos. These two books should be
carefully studied. Twice Daniel inquired, How long shall it be to the end of time?
 {TM 114.6}
      “And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, O my Lord, what shall be the
end of these things? And He said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up
and sealed till the time of the end. Many shall be purified, and made white, and
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tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand;
but the wise shall understand. And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be
taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a
thousand two hundred and ninety days. Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to
the thousand three hundred and five and thirty days. But go thou thy way till the
end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days.” [Dan
12:8-13 quoted]  {TM 115.1}
      “It was the Lion of the tribe of Judah who unsealed the book [of Daniel] and
gave to John the revelation of what should be in these last days.  {TM 115.2}
      “Daniel stood in his lot to bear his testimony which was sealed until the time
of the end, when the first angel’s message should be proclaimed to our world.
These matters are of infinite importance in these last days; but while “many shall
be purified, and made white, and tried,” “the wicked shall do wickedly: and none
of the wicked shall understand.” [Dan 12:10] How true this is! Sin is the
transgression of the law of God; and those who will not accept the light in regard
to the law of God will not understand the proclamation of the first, second, and
third angel’s messages. The book of Daniel is unsealed in the revelation to John,
and carries us forward to the last scenes of this earth’s history.  {TM 115.3}
      “Will our brethren bear in mind that we are living amid the perils of the last
days? Read Revelation in connection with Daniel. Teach these things.”  {TM
115.4}

Statement #4
 
(EGW seven thunders paragraphs.)
      ¶2 “. . . the seven thunders . . . relate to future events which will be disclosed
in their order. Daniel shall stand in his lot at the end of the days. John sees the
little book unsealed. Then Daniel’s prophecies have their proper place in the first,
second, and third angels’ messages to be given to the world. The unsealing of the
little book was (and still is) the message in relation to time.” {7BC 971.4} (MS 59,
1900, pp. 8, 9.)
      ¶4 “. . . . This is represented by the angel standing with one foot on the sea,
proclaiming with a most solemn oath that time should be no longer.” {7BC 971.6}
      ¶5 “This time, which the angel declares with a solemn oath, is not the end of
this world's history, neither of probationary time, but of prophetic time, which
should precede the advent of our Lord. That is, the people will not have another
message upon definite time. After this period of time, reaching from 1842 to 1844,
there can be no definite tracing of the prophetic time. The longest reckoning
reaches to the autumn of 1844.” {7BC 971.7}

Statement #5
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Dear Brother Eli Curtis; . . .
      “The Lord has shown me in vision, that Jesus rose up, and shut the door, and
entered the Holy of Holies, at the 7th month 1844; but Michael’s standing up
(Dan. 12:1) to deliver his people, is in the future.  {WLF 12.4}
      “This will not take place, until Jesus has finished his priestly office in the
Heavenly Sanctuary, and lays off his priestly attire, and puts on his most kingly
robes, and crown, to ride forth on the cloudy chariot, to “thresh the heathen in
anger,” and deliver his people. [Hab 3:12]  {WLF 12.5}
      “Then Jesus will have the sharp sickle in his hand, (Rev. 14:14) and then the
saints will cry day and night to Jesus on the cloud, to thrust in his sharp sickle and
reap.  {WLF 12.6}
      “This will be the time of Jacob’s trouble, (Jer. 30:5-8) out of which, the saints
will be delivered by the voice of God.  {WLF 12.7}
      “I believe the Sanctuary, to be cleansed at the end of the 2300 days, is the
New Jerusalem Temple, of which Christ is a minister. The Lord shew me in vision,
more than one year ago, that Brother Crosier had the true light, on the cleansing
of the Sanctuary, &c; and that it was his will, that Brother C. should write out the
view which he gave us in the Day-Star, Extra, February 7, 1846. I feel fully
authorized by the Lord, to recommend that Extra, to every saint.  {WLF 12.8}
      “I pray that these lines may prove a blessing to you, and all the dear children
who may read them.”  {WLF 12.9}  April 21, 1847

Statement #6
 
      “Jesus did not come to the earth as the waiting, joyful company expected, to
cleanse the sanctuary by purifying the earth by fire. I saw that they were correct
in their reckoning of the prophetic periods; prophetic time closed in 1844, and
Jesus entered the most holy place to cleanse the sanctuary at the ending of the
days.”  {EW 243.2}

Statement #7
 
      “How important, then, that every mind contemplate often the solemn scene
when the judgment shall sit and the books shall be opened, when, with Daniel,
every individual must stand in his lot, at the end of the days.”  {Ev 221.3}

Statement #8
 
      The coming of Christ as our high priest to the most holy place, for the
cleansing of the sanctuary, brought to view in Daniel 8:14; the coming of the Son
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of man to the Ancient of Days, as presented in Daniel 7:13;   and the coming of
the Lord to His temple, foretold by Malachi [Mal 3:1-5], are descriptions of the
same event; and this is also represented by the coming of the bridegroom to the
marriage, described by Christ in the parable of the ten virgins, of Matthew 25.
 {GC 426.1}

Statement #9
 
      “As a people, we should be earnest students of prophecy; we should not rest
until we become intelligent in regard to the subject of the sanctuary, which is
brought out in the visions of Daniel and John. This subject sheds great light on our
present position and work, and gives us unmistakable proof that God has led us in
our past experience. It explains our disappointment in 1844, showing us that the
sanctuary to be cleansed was not the earth, as we had supposed, but that Christ
then entered into the most holy apartment of the heavenly sanctuary, and is there
performing the closing work of His priestly office, in fulfillment of the words of
the angel to the prophet Daniel, “Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then
shall the sanctuary be cleansed.”  {RH, November 27, 1883 par. 9} {Ev 222.3}
      “Our faith in reference to the messages of the first, second, and third angels
was correct. The great waymarks we have passed are immovable. Although the
hosts of hell may try to tear them from their foundation, and triumph in the
thought that they have succeeded, yet they do not succeed. These pillars of truth
stand firm as the eternal hills, unmoved by all the efforts of men combined with
those of Satan and his host. We can learn much, and should be constantly
searching the Scriptures to see if these things are so. God’s people are now to
have their eyes fixed on the heavenly sanctuary, where the final ministration of
our great High Priest in the work of the judgment is going forward, —where He is
interceding for His people.”  {RH, November 27, 1883 par. 10} {Ev 223.1}

Statement #10
 
      “We are not of that class who define the exact period of time that shall elapse
before the coming of Jesus the second time with power and great glory. Some
have set a time, and when that has passed, their presumptuous spirits have not
accepted rebuke, but they have set another and another time; but many successive
failures have stamped them as false prophets. “The secret things belong unto the
Lord our God; but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our
children forever.” [Deut. 29:29] Notwithstanding the fact that there are false
prophets, there are also those who are preaching the truth as pointed out in the
Scriptures. With deep earnestness, with honest faith, prompted by the Holy Spirit,
they are stirring minds and hearts by showing them that we are living near the
second coming of Christ, but the day and hour of His appearing are beyond the
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ken of man; for “of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of
heaven, but My Father only.” [Matt. 24:36]
      “But there is a day that God hath appointed for the close of this world’s
history. . . .” [March 21, 1895.] {FE 335.1, 2}

Statement #11
 
      “Such subjects as the sanctuary, in connection with the 2300 days, the
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus, are perfectly calculated to explain
the past Advent movement and show what our present position is, establish the
faith of the doubting, and give certainty to the glorious future. These, I have
frequently seen, were the principal subjects on which the messengers should
dwell.”  {EW 63.2}

Statement #12

The title of the following section in Early Writings is—

End of the 2300 Days
 
      I saw a throne, and on it sat the Father and the Son. I gazed on Jesus’
countenance and admired His lovely person. The Father’s person I could not
behold, for a cloud of glorious light covered Him. I asked Jesus if His Father had a
form like Himself. He said He had, but I could not behold it, for said He, “If you
should once behold the glory of His person, you would cease to exist.” Before the
throne I saw the Advent people —the church and the world. I saw two
companies, one bowed down before the throne, deeply interested, while the other
stood uninterested and careless. Those who were bowed before the throne would
offer up their prayers and look to Jesus; then He would look to His Father, and
appear to be pleading with Him. A light would come from the Father to the Son
and from the Son to the praying company. Then I saw an exceeding bright light
come from the Father to the Son, and from the Son it waved over the people
before the throne. But few would receive this great light. Many came out from
under it and immediately resisted it; others were careless and did not cherish the
light, and it moved off from them. Some cherished it, and went and bowed down
with the little praying company. This company all received the light and rejoiced in
it, and their countenances shone with its glory.  {EW 54.2}
      I saw the Father rise from the throne, [SEE PAGE 92] and in a flaming chariot
go into the holy of holies within the veil, and sit down. Then Jesus rose up from
the throne, and the most of those who were bowed down arose with Him. I did
not see one ray of light pass from Jesus to the careless multitude after He arose,
and they were left in perfect darkness. Those who arose when Jesus did, kept
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their eyes fixed on Him as He left the throne and led them out a little way. Then
He raised His right arm, and we heard His lovely voice saying, “Wait here; I am
going to My Father to receive the kingdom; keep your garments spotless, and in a
little while I will return from the wedding and receive you to Myself.” Then a
cloudy chariot, with wheels like flaming fire, surrounded by angels, came to
where Jesus was. He stepped into the chariot and was borne to the holiest, where
the Father sat. There I beheld Jesus, a great High Priest, standing before the
Father. On the hem of His garment was a bell and a pomegranate, a bell and a
pomegranate. Those who rose up with Jesus would send up their faith to Him in
the holiest, and pray, “My Father, give us Thy Spirit.” Then Jesus would breathe
upon them the Holy Ghost. In that breath was light, power, and much love, joy,
and peace.  {EW 55.1}
      I turned to look at the company who were still bowed before the throne; they
did not know that Jesus had left it. Satan appeared to be by the throne, trying to
carry on the work of God. I saw them look up to the throne, and pray, “Father,
give us Thy Spirit.” Satan would then breathe upon them an unholy influence; in it
there was light and much power, but no sweet love, joy, and peace. Satan’s object
was to keep them deceived and to draw back and deceive God’s children.  {EW
56.1}

 
If you wish to read these statements

with emphasis and comments, click here.

Prejudice Blinds the Mind!

The generations previous to 1844
found it hard to understand the 2300 year type

because the time was written in days!

The generations since 1844
find it hard to understand the 2300 day antitype

because we believe the time to be fulfilled in years!

Prejudice Blinds the Mind!
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